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‘Super Bowl Predictor’ Says Patriots Could Deflate the
Stock Market

The Super Bowl Predictor, a completely unscienti�ic method for determining the direction of the
market, suggests stock-market bulls may not want Tom Brady to lead the Patriots to victory.
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The New England Patriots could deflate the stock market in 2015.

The so-called Super Bowl Predictor—the quirky indicator that predicts what stocks will
do based on the outcome of the big game—is on a six-year winning streak. It now has
accurately predicted the direction of the market for the year following 39 of the 48 Super
Bowls, or an accuracy rate of more than 81%.

And this year, just like in 2014, stock-market bulls should root for the Seattle Seahawks.
The reason: Based on the Predictor, the market will go up after a win by an “original”
National Football League team (one that traces its history to before the merger with the
American Football League) and go down when a team from the old AFL, like the Patriots,
manages to win it.

Seattle is a bullish team since they’re a postmerger expansion team in the National
conference; such teams count for the conference they’re in.
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This indicator, with that 81% success rate, is better than just about every other market
forecasting method. There is no science to it (not even air-pressure measurements), of
course.

“It’s doing better every year,” says 88-year-old market strategist Robert H. Stovall of
National Investment Services Inc. in Sarasota, Fla., who has long tracked the Predictor.
“It’s on a good streak.” He calls it an “amusing but accurate predictor.”

Last year’s win by the bullish Seahawks preceded a 7.5% rise in the Dow Jones Industrial
Average for 2014. The Predictor hasn’t failed since 2008, when the bullish New York
Giants won the Super Bowl and the Dow dropped anyway.

As we point out every year, there is a bit of Patriots-level gamesmanship to the Predictor.
Markets tend to rise more than fall, and the American conference’s Pittsburgh Steelers,
winners of six Super Bowls, fortunately “count” for the original-NFL side since that is
where they got their start.

Mr. Stovall, who is also an X’s and O’s market strategist when he isn’t overseeing the
Super Bowl Predictor, says that in 2015, the market is poised for gains. (So by reverse
logic, it indicates a Seattle win.)

“I find that with bond yields being what they are, dividend growth stocks are a good
alternative to fixed-income investments right now,” says Mr. Stovall. In other words,
 investors can hedge against inflation in the market, and leave the deflation to the field.


